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(Please bring the enclosed 2018 Vision Fulfillment card.)

REFLECTING GOD’S LOVE
2018 Ministry Vision

Reflecting God’s love in all we do is the highest purpose in our lives that will
bring others to Christ. Glorifying God means reflecting his love through our
actions and deeds. If we abide by his word we will reflect his character. As
flawed humans we cannot fully portray God’s flawless image but if we let God’s
love into our hearts, our actions will be guided by that love.
Your financial support allows us to fulfill God’s work through our church and
reflect God’s love in so many ways. The following pages of the 2018 Ministry
Vision describe how we accomplish the work we are called to do through five
avenues of ministry: Worship, Christian Education, Outreach, Family of
Faith, and Property. It is intended to connect you more meaningfully to our
ministries and their relationship to your financial gifts.
The 2018 Ministry Vision provides a wonderful picture of God at work
through Waldensian Presbyterian Church. We humbly ask that you pray for
God’s guidance as you read about the awesome power of God’s love in our lives
that will not only improve, change, and enrich us, but the lives of countless
others as well. God’s love is also reflected in the joy we live and share as people
redeemed by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Give not because you must, but
because you wish to reflect God’s love and express your gratitude for the
abundance in your life.
Faithfully yours,
Stewardship & Finance Ministry

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone the Lord is near.
–Philippians 4:4-5

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
–Philippians 4:1

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever
is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
–Philippians 4:8-9

WORSHIP MINISTRY—Dynamic & Diverse
Worship is the true foundation of who we are and it enables us
to reflect God’s love with members, guests, and others in our
community through sermons, music, prayer, scripture, and sacraments.
Our Worship Ministry supports so many vibrant and meaningful
opportunities for praise and to grow in faith.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Connections & Traditional Sunday Services
Baptisms & Weddings
Holy Week Community Services
Maundy Thursday Service
Communion
Home & Facility-Bound Communion
Soccer Camp Week & Sunday Service
Christmas Festival of Lessons & Carols
Christmas Eve Service
Service of Remembrance & Hope
Chancel Choir
Connections Praise Band

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hand Bells
Circle of Strings
Children’s Music Program
Young Adult Service
Memorial Services
Audio & Video Ministry
Semi-Annual Heritage Worship
Hymn Sing Sunday
Music Appreciation Sunday
Organ Dedication & Recitals
Moravian Love Feast

Last Advent, during the Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols service, a contingent of
choral students from Fred T. Foard High School joined the Chancel Choir to help lead us in
worship and praise. This year’s service will be combined with a Moravian Love Feast as a
practice run for 2018 when the entire community will be invited to worship with us in
celebration of the town’s 125th anniversary. In the newly remodeled chancel choir room, the
Children’s Music Program has been revitalized and is a strong ministry incorporating musical
instruments designed specifically to inspire at an early age a lifelong love for making music.
This year, your generosity to the Generations Music Ministry has made possible the
installation of slate flooring in the sanctuary and the commissioning of a new pipe organ.
Both will serve us and the future membership well into the next century, reflecting God’s
love for us and the financial blessings in your life. We look forward to the installation of the
organ in November and its first performance on December 10th. The entire community will
be invited to worship along with us for the instrument’s dedication in January and to enjoy
future recitals as we expand our community outreach.
The year ahead will be a busy one as we celebrate our heritage and the town’s founding 125
years ago. Your continued generosity is a tangible reflection of the love you have for our
church, the community, and God.

EDUCATION MINISTRY—Teaching & Nurturing
The additional funding requested last year by the Christian
Education Ministry to expand the programs for our youngest in
attendance has been a fruitful investment. In addition to Terrific
Thursdays and WPC Friends on Wednesday afternoons, we now
offer Children’s Church, a worship service for kids in grades
Kindergarten through 5th grade during the traditional worship. The
reaction to this from the parents has been overwhelmingly positive.
The youth and college ministries continue to grow as those who have been attending for
some time invite friends and those friends invite friends of their own, and so on. Jason
works diligently to build and maintain relationships with these young people. They
appreciate the casual nature of these meetings; for example, having informal but purposeful
conversations over coffee or dinner. This time spent in the Word of God is then reflected in
positive interactions with their family and friends.
The young adult ministry has been buzzing with excitement this year. At the annual beach
retreat there were 37 members of young adult families in attendance and 19 of those were
children. That many people in one house experiencing fellowship and worshiping together
was a sight to be seen. Cooking together, playing together, and praying together, these
families were refreshed and renewed in their purpose. They focused on “What it Means to
be the Church.” This renewed focus reflects God’s love in all that these young adults do as
active participants and leaders at WPC.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday School
Family Night Classes
Sunday Nursery & Preschool
Children’s Church
Youth Ministry
College Ministry
Young Adult Ministry

•
•
•
•
•
•

Terrific Thursdays
WPC Friends
Vacation Bible School
Confirmation
Disciple Class
Church Library

It is only with your gifts of time, talent, and treasure that we can continue to reflect God’s
love in meaningful Christian education opportunities to help ensure we grow younger and
we all grow in faith through these ministries.

OUTREACH MINISTRY—Connecting & Caring
When walking into a church for the first time, a warm greeting can mean
so much and make the difference between a one-time visitor, a regular
attendee, or a new member. Our Evangelism Ministry ensures visitors
immediately feel welcomed and valued.
From the sign out front with the sermon topic to the nametags that are
worn by members during services, your stewardship enables the
Evangelism committee to create an environment that is supportive and
welcoming to anyone who is new to our church family.
•
•
•
•
•

New Member Sunday
New Member Shepherds
Prayer Partner Exchange
Provide and Update Nametags
Notes & Calls to Visitors

•
•
•
•

New Members Class
Lemonade on the Patio
Weekly Outdoor Sign Update
Greeting at Sunday Services

New member classes explain our various ministries, introduce our Reformed and PCUSA
perspectives, and highlight our unique Waldensian heritage. The Evangelism committee also
provides a shepherd to keep new members connected and to help integrate them into the
life of the church.
God calls us all to be evangelists. You can reflect God’s love through your financial support
and your actions in this ministry that is so vital to our growth.

The Missions Ministry represents the love we show for others in our local area and around
the globe. It leads the members of our congregation into a deeper commitment to Christ and
the Church. We have and will continue to change lives and reflect God’s love through our
actions and benevolence.
A bocce tournament this summer raised funds for supplies sent to Malawi with Barbie
Heilman on a Presbytery mission trip. Missions committee is also facilitating a trip to
Nicaragua, during which Ed McFadden will work with Habitat for Humanity, an
organization which our church supports locally and abroad. A mission trip to Guatemala for
Alex and Tamika Garrison is planned for November and there will be a bocce tournament
to raise funds for that trip on October 22nd. Because Guatemala does not have free public
education, part of those funds will also be used for scholarships that allow students in the
community served by our sister church, Nuevo Jerusalem, to attend not only primary school,
but secondary school as well.
Our benevolence budget is substantially and intentionally increased for the next five years
due to the purchase of the pipe organ. The funds will be used in the following areas as well
as our irCommunity Assistance Ministry and other opportunities to reflect God’s love.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alternative Christmas
Options Women’s Shelter
Burke United Christian Ministries
Habitat for Humanity
Medical Benevolence Foundation
Good Samaritan Clinic
The Flynn Home
Black Mountain, South Mountain, &
Children’s Hope Alliance
• Peacemaking Offering
• PCUSA Missionaries

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

American Waldensian Society
Stop Hunger Now
Community Mission Day
Domestic Violence Prevention Mission
Youth Mission Trip

Nicaragua, Guatemala, & Malawi Mission Trips

Nickel-A-Meal
One Great Hour of Sharing
Christmas Joy Gift
30 Hour Famine
Guatemala Partnership

Thanks to your generosity and the hard work of our Missions committee, the community
looks to our church as the leader in caring for those who are in need. Please join the Missions
committee and your church family on Saturday, October 21st for our annual church-wide
Mission Day in giving of your time and effort to reflect God’s love in our own backyard.

FAMILY OF FAITH MINISTRY—Serving & Sharing
It takes a lot of love, time, sacrifice, resources, and God’s help to care for
the men, women, and children of the WPC family of faith. Our Pastor,
Deacons, Christian Relations and Fellowship Ministries work tirelessly
to ensure that each of us has the care we need as they reflect God’s love
among us.
Whether in a crisis situation or in moments of joy and celebration, Pastor
Kevin is always there for us to provide direction, comfort, wisdom, and
compassion. Most of us have experienced his Pastoral Care Ministry and
know how powerfully God works through Kevin to care for and love us.
•
•
•
•

Home & Facility-Bound Visits
Hospital Visits
Pastoral Counseling
Premarital Counseling

•
•
•
•

Grief Counseling
Requested Prayer & Support
Crisis Prayer & Support
Prospective member Visits

Belief in the leadership of an organization is among the strongest motivators for financial
support of an institution. Reflect God’s love for you–and your love for our spiritual leader–
through your generous support of our 2018 ministries.

Our Deacons Ministry is a ministry of quiet, caring service to this congregation and to the
community at large. Much of their service is widely known but some of their most valuable
actions escape the notice of the congregation except by the person it directly impacts. A
great example of the Deacons reflecting God’s love was the completion of a roofing project
to prevent further damage to the home of a person in the Valdese community.
Your generosity has enabled the Deacons to provide their annual meal for the residents of
Agape during which Circle of Strings provided entertainment. The meal and entertainment is
the highlight of their week for residents and church members alike.
In addition to countless phone calls, visitations, cards sent, meals prepared, and so much
more, the Deacons and their Community Assistance Ministry improved the lives of 62 new
patrons so far this year and a total of 2,706 served by this ministry with food and other
resources. To date, the Praley Street Acre of Grace, a project partially sponsored by the
Deacons, has contributed more than 1,900 pounds of fresh produce for these families. They
also coordinate the distribution of food collected during the local Postal Food Drive.
The Deacons have served as an integral part of the Safety Task Force that recently
concluded and will renew their first aid certification this year. This will enable them to
respond quickly in an emergency situation so that our church family and guests can feel safe
and secure whether they worship, are being ministered to, or are simply enjoying fellowship
here at WPC.
•
•
•
•
•

Meal Ministry
Angel Tree Ministry
Hospital Ministry
Community Assistance Ministry
Member Notes & Cards

•
•
•
•

Prospective Member Notes
Church Mouse
Celebration Ministry
First Aid Support

With your continued monetary support, the Deacons will reflect God’s love in powerful
ways known to us all and also in ways that change and improve lives known only to the
recipient and to God.

The Christian Relations Ministry actively seeks opportunities outside the church to love a
stranger, without any condition, simply because we are commanded to reflect God’s love in
this way. Soccer Camp has become a yearly event that is the highlight of summer for many
young people in our community. Participants learned how to lead on the field with skill, and
how to follow the true team captain–Jesus. In attendance were 45 students, 10 student
coaches, and 15 adult volunteers–a substantial increase from last year. We reach out to our
congregation and the community at large to change lives in so many ways.
•
•
•
•
•

Young Adult-Led Worship
Community Christmas Scene
Camps & Conferences
Youth Mission Trip
Community Soccer Camp

•
•
•
•

Girl & Boy Scouts
Graduate Recognition Sunday
Community Easter Egg Hunt
Young Adult Retreat

It is vital to continue to grow as Christians and to nurture faith-based relationships with each
other and the larger community. Reflect God’s love by your generous support to make these
ministries possible.

The Fellowship Ministry helps create events that foster an atmosphere of Christian love
and bonding. Thanks to last year’s renovations to our historic Pioneer Hall and the kitchen,
that your generosity made possible, we are now better able to provide opportunities for
members and the community to share much more than meals and togetherness.
Our kitchen and its equipment must be constantly maintained or updated simply due to the
volume of events, from congregational meals to connecting with and showing our love for
our home-bound members by meals delivered to them. And more recently, our facility has
been used to host a pre-game meal for the Draughn football team and cheerleaders.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday Night Together Meals
Congregational Meals
Jett-Set Excursions & Meals
Dinner for Eight
Book Clubs
College Group
Summer Church Socials

•
•
•
•
•
•

Host Presbytery Functions
Joy of Christmas
Pastor & Staff Appreciation
Heritage-Based Events
Presbyterian Women
Men of the Church

A dedicated group of volunteers and our kitchen coordinator reflect God’s love in their efforts
to make our Christian fellowship events possible. Reflect your love for God and this
meaningful ministry that is so important to the life of our church with your financial support.

PROPERTY MINISTRY—Historic & Relevant
Nearly 125 years ago the settlers of our town envisioned their church
as the centerpiece of our community. It still is today, as one of the
most historic and beautiful in the region. The forbearers of our church
would be proud of the busy and dynamic place it is, not just for
worship, but for many ministries and activities that take place nearly every day of the week.
Our Property Ministry does a remarkable job ensuring that our facilities are well
maintained and lovingly preserved. This year HVAC units have been replaced and the
chancel choir room was renovated. Thanks to the congregation’s generous response to the
Generations Music Ministry, slate flooring now provides a permanent foundation in our
sanctuary and paves the way for the installation of our pipe organ later this year. The roof of
our education building was replaced and we are all enjoying the renovations of Pioneer Hall
and it served us well for worship while the slate flooring was being installed in the sanctuary.
•
•
•
•
•

Church Campus & Grounds
Waldensian Museum
Tron House
Gingerbread House
Bus Shelter

•
•
•
•
•

Waldensian Cemetery
Buses & Van
Scout Hut on Massel Avenue
Basketball Court
Playground

Routine maintenance and replacing worn or broken equipment will always be ongoing. But
as the town’s quasquicentennial year in 2018 approaches, there will be more visitors and
activities than usual at the WPC campus, allowing us the opportunity to reflect God’s love to
the greater community. The Property committee is making sure the grounds and our
buildings look their best for this milestone 125-year anniversary.
A major project will be the much-needed renovation of Room 200 which is likely one of the
most heavily used rooms in our education building. Also, in good stewardship of our
environment and to lower our power costs, new energy efficient LED light bulbs will be
installed in all light fixtures throughout the church.
Your generous support of this and
all our ministries will ensure that the
future membership can reflect God’s
love in this place in another 125 years.

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE―Accounting & Preserving
On behalf of our church committees the Stewardship & Finance Ministry presents in a
narrative way the plans God has for our church so we may reflect His love in the coming
year. It paints a picture of the major elements of our ministries and the cost associated with
them with an appropriate percentage of overhead, salaries, and other expenses included
across the five avenues of ministry. We still account for all resources and expenses according
to generally accepted accounting principles and any member is welcome to contact the
church office for a copy of the traditional line item budget.
We recognize our congregation has been exceptionally generous with your gifts to the
Generations Music Ministry. However, an increase of 6% in giving will make the 2018
Ministry Vision a reality. Otherwise endowment income, intended for one-time and special
ministries, may have to be used to fund any gap between pledges and the bottom line to
fulfill these life-changing ministries. An overview of what it will take to fund them is shown
in the charts below.

REVENUES

$547,825

EXPENSES

$547,825

Please pray for guidance as you begin to complete the enclosed 2018 Vision Fulfillment
card. We ask that you bring it to worship in the enclosed envelope on Commitment Sunday
when together we will dedicate our gifts to God on October 22nd. You may mail it or bring
your card to the church office at any time before then if you prefer. You have the
opportunity to not only reflect God’s love through your giving but to also reflect your values.
God has given each of us, and our church, the responsibility to manage the resources with
which we have been blessed. Stewardship & Finance thanks you for your trust in us and for
generously giving to reflect the great joy God’s love brings to your life.

Waldensian Presbyterian Church
109 Main Street East
Valdese, NC 28690

2018 Vision Fulfillment Card Enclosed – Please Return by October 22, 2017

