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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
With the conclusion of 2018, the
congregation has come to the ending
date of our second set of five-year
goals/directives that we have tackled
during my tenure here. You may not
have seen them or heard about
them for some time now, but the
officers of the church and I have
been guided by them each year
from 2014 to 2018, and I would like
to share with you some of the
progress we have made on them.
1. Worshipping God in a variety
of settings and styles that
reflect the growing diversity of our
congregation. We seek to do this
in ways that appeal to each
generation and involve more
members and children in worship
leadership both liturgically and
musically. We have been
hammering away on this goal
weekly for the past five years with
an eye to maintaining the
integrity of our worship life, but
also keeping it vibrant and fresh.
The purchase of sound equipment
and lighting upgrades, the
purchase of a new organ and
grand piano, the purchase of Orff
instruments for the children,
refurbishing the handbells, and
purchasing new choir robes, the
new flooring in the sanctuary,
converting to LED lighting, but
also rewiring the sanctuary this
past month, and the renovation
of the worship space in Pioneer
Hall have all provided the
structural support and resources
to enhance our worship program.
Hiring music and worship staff
that enhances the full
development of all our
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components of worship has
recently been accomplished with
hiring Laurie Nicholson who
provides the skill sets needed for
adult and children, informal and
traditional worship. This goal will
continue to be fulfilled in the
coming months and years.
2. Growing church members in
discipleship. We have made
progress on this goal through our
educational program for
members of all ages, providing
strong opportunities for Bible
Study and learning, but the
number of members who take
advantage of the opportunities
for personal growth in our
educational program has
dropped in recent years, and we
are now reassessing how we
provide educational opportunities
to our adults. Nevertheless, our
children’s educational program
has grown with the return of the
Wednesday afternoon program
and more children involved
weekly than we have seen in the
past decade. A new children’s
extended session during the
worship hour has helped to
enhance the understanding of our
children about worship, and we
continue to develop their
understanding of worship during
our Wednesday after school
program.
3. Heritage and Call. With our
preparation for and celebration
of our 125th Church and Town
Anniversary in 2018, the
congregation had numerous
opportunities to enrich our
understanding of our identity as
Waldensian Presbyterians. The
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development of the book, With
Their Backs Against the
Mountains: 850 Years of
Waldensian Witness, also
enhanced their faith and
knowledge for a variety of
members. In addition, during
2018, we celebrated the church’s
first homecoming service and
lifted our connections with the
larger Reformed tradition of
Christianity. The confidence and
the sense of healthy pride that has
grown out of this year has
enriched our congregation in
numerous ways.
4. Fellowship and Hospitality:
We are indebted to the work of
our recently departed Kitchen
Coordinator, Cheryl Townsend,
and our Fellowship Committee for
the quality of meals and the
consistent reminder that sharing
meals together regularly enhances
the life and ministry of this church
in ways that grow the fellowship
between us. Our celebrations and
our loss of members to death very
often center around food shared,
and our church is widely known
for its warmth and hospitality.
5. Mission and Evangelism:
Waldensian Presbyterian excels in
its response to mission in many
ways through the growth of our
local pantry, and since 2013,
through our community garden
which produces a ton of food
each year. We have expanded
through our Deacon’s ministry by
adding the Blessing Box for
homeless folks in our community.
Our commitment to the Children’s
Hospital in Malawi and through
our sister church relationship in

Guatemala. Our Soccer Camp
program continues to grow, and
our continued support of local
missions remains strong. This year
we have added a Long-Term
Support program for a local
family by making a three-year
commitment to enhance that
family’s skill set to become selfsufficient. We are currently
interviewing area residents and
will select a family to work with
this spring. Despite utilizing a
variety of approaches and the
hard work and dedication of a
group of members to the task,
our weakest link as a
congregation has been in the area
of Evangelism and church growth.
During the past two years, we
have taken in the fewest new
members into the church for
many years. Younger adults are
less likely to join organizations
than previous generations, and
fewer of them identify themselves
as active Christians than at any
time in the history of this
congregation. And yet we are
seeing a slow and steady growth
in the number of children and
their families in our church.
Already this is an area that we
will soon be focusing on, as Burke
County prepares for the growth
that will occur in the next decade.
With the addition of the School of
Science and Math and the
inevitable attraction of business
and industry back to our county,
we are working now to
communicate our strengths and
attract new people to our church.
6. Communications: By
establishing a Communications
Committee appointed by the
Session to study and develop the
rapidly growing social media and
technological resources now
available in our society, we have
become more proactive. Over the
past three years, we have
invested in an upgraded Website,
a digital church directory, and
other technological changes that
are underway. In addition, church
committees have adopted a
commitment to transparency and

sharing the good news of our work
with members and friends.
A lot has been accomplished, but
more and different needs have arisen
in the past five years that require our
focus and attention. This coming
year we will be developing a new set
of goals for the foreseeable future,
and our plan is to involve the
congregation in that planning
process in significant ways. I remain
proud of the development and the
growth of Waldensian Presbyterian
as a faithful witness to Christ in the
world today.
Faithfully yours,
Kevin Frederick

FEBRUARY WORSHIP
8:30am
10:55am

February 3
Connections
Traditional Worship

8:30am
10:55am

February 10
Connections
Traditional Worship

10:55am

February 17
Unified Worship

8:30am
10:55am

February 24
Connections
Traditional Worship

Historical Committee Meeting
Wednesday, February 6
3:30pm
Waldensian Heritage Museum

South America Trip 2019
Informational Meeting
Sunday, February 24, 4:00pm
Waldensian Heritage Museum
Please attend this meeting if you are
interested in traveling to Uruguay
and Argentina this October to visit
our Waldensian connections to South
America. If you are unable to attend
but still very interested, please call
Gretchen Costner at (828) 874-1111
or feel free to email her at
museum@waldensianpresbyterian.org
before February 24, 2019.

Chancel Choir, looking ahead:

FEBRUARY CIRCLES
Circle 2
February 11
9:30am
Old World Baking Company
Circle 4
February 11
1:30pm
Tron House
Circle 5
February 11
7:00pm
Nancy Tucker
Circle 7
February 11
2:00 pm
Star Evans
The Presbyterian Women’s
Coordinating Team will meet Monday,
February 4, at 5pm in Room 200.

FEBRUARY COMMITTEES
Sunday, February 3rd
2:00 PM Christian Action
Tuesday, February 5th
6:00 PM Diaconate
Thursday, February 7th
10:30 AM Jett Set
7:00 PM Community Garden
Sunday, February 10th
1:30 PM Worship
2:00 PM Christian Action
4:00 PM Evangelism
th

Wednesday, February 13
3:00 PM Communications
6:30 PM Personnel
Thursday, February 14th
10:00 AM Fellowship
Sunday, February 17th
12:00 PM Missions
4:00 PM Stewardship/Finance
Sunday, February 24th
5:00 PM Session

Crayola Night on Wednesday, February
13 from 6:00 - 6:30--Similarly to what
WPC Friends Choir did for our Christmas
caroling program in Pioneer Hall early
December, we'd like to offer some love
songs (including a sing-a-long for all ages)
in an informal music program as dinner is
winding down that evening. We'll use the
Orff instruments again, and the Crayola
theme comes from Kristin Andreassen's
song "Crayola Doesn't Make a Color for
Your Eyes," which we'll sing for you and
teach you the chorus. You'll even get to
color some if you'd like. Hope to see you
there!
Falo Celebration on Saturday, February
16 at 6:00 pm at the Winery. We'll enjoy
a few of the Waldensians' French hymns
with the Chancel Choir's help-- and dance
the Courenta as Pam and Rick Pons lead
the way for us! I am one of the few who
will be learning this dance for the first
time, but Pam says it's easy.
Music Library Relocation Project--Many
thanks to Chancel Choir members and
friends who came together for two hours
on January 19 to clean shelves, dust and
tape music boxes, load cantatas into new
music boxes, and move about 400 boxes
of anthems from our old library space to
our new, climate-controlled music library
space. Allan and Amy Bonner, Christy
Bounous, Jim Furr, Wes Garrou, Vanessa
Grill, Barbie Heilman, Phyllis Jacumin,
Dianne Mobley, and Pam and Rick Pons,
thanks for making a looming task fun!
Everyone is invited to stop by to see our
work in progress. We are grateful for the
new shelves and space (which will also
double as a classroom/meeting space).
Handbell Choir--We are still appreciating
the handbell cart and how much easier it
makes setup for our weekly rehearsals.
We have plans to play in worship three
times this semester: March 3 is the first
of those scheduled dates.



We are already working toward Palm
Sunday afternoon (April 14 at 3:00
pm) when we will offer selections
from Parts II and III of Handel's
Messiah. We plan to have another
half-day choir retreat at the church
on Saturday, February 2 to practice
this glorious music.



On Maundy Thursday, April 18 at
7:00 pm, in the sanctuary this year,
the choir will sing "Arise, My Soul,
Arise" by Dan Forrest. This service
also includes a suite of three
anthems in a poignant collection by
Lee and Susan Dengler, Prayers at
the Cross. We will be accompanied
by organ, piano, violin and cello in
this moving and reverent service.



On Easter Sunday, April 21, you'll
want to arrive early to hear the brass
quintet play beginning at 10:45!
Laurie Nicholson
Director of Music

A Community of Men
Announcing a new opportunity for
men of all ages, the Presbyterian
Men’s Organization has decided to
cancel the Men’s Breakfast and
Bible Study, and instead we are
proposing that we meet once a
month on Thursday afternoon at
the Winery to gather for
conversation, and fellowship, along
with a beverage of your choice
(beer, wine, soft drinks or water
available for purchase). Snacks will
be provided. Our first gathering
will be February 21 from 4: 00 to
6:00 pm.

Our January Nickel a Meal
Offering totaled $267.10.
Thanks for your support!

.

February

Feb. 1

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS
Join us as we explore books in our small group setting. These groups are
designed to allow readers several weeks to acquire and read the selected
books. The format of the book discussions includes provided questions and
group discussions in an informal setting. Books are selected from
recommendations from group members.
All are welcome to participate. Feel free to come when you can and/or come
when you are interested in what is being read and discussed. Feel free to
come each time, to either or both groups.

Please be considerate when borrowing books from the public library and
check out only one of our selections at a time.
Morning Book Discussion Group – 11am [note new later time]
(meets at the Tron House on the last Thursday of month, most months)
Thursday, February 28 – Glass Houses by Louise Penny
Thursday, March 28 – Blackman’s Coffin by Mark de Castrique (you’ll want to
finish this early to be ready to hear him speak on the 21st)
Evening Book Discussion Group- 5pm (note new earlier time)
(meets at the Tron House on the third Thursday of month, most months)
Thursday, February 21 – Blackman’s Coffin by Mark de Castrique
Thursday, March 21 – Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann
Thursday, April 18 – Beartown by Fredrik Backman
Faith Matters Group – 4pm
(meets in Room 200 the fourth Sunday of the month)
Sunday, February 24 – The Great Divorce by C. S. Lewis
Sunday, March 24 – Beautiful Souls: The Courage and Conscience of
Ordinary People in Extraordinary Times by Eyal Press
Sunday April 28 – Living Gently in a Violent World: The Prophetic Witness of
Weakness by Stanley Hauerwas and Jean Vanier
Join us any month! The morning and evening groups meet at the Tron House,
behind the museum on St. Germain Avenue. The afternoon group meets in
Room 200.

Jeanene Burris
Elijah Moore
Feb. 2
Sandra Williams
Feb. 3
Owen Magette
Feb. 4
Barbara Donato
Jim Hartman
Feb. 5
Asia Calloway
Julie Hudson
Feb. 6
Michael Helmick
Feb. 8
John Cole
Jane Lane
Feb. 9
Royce Smith
Feb. 10 Brice Hudson
David Jackson
Feb. 11 Simon Shull
Feb. 12 Jonathan Perrou
Feb. 13 Nolan Berry
Connie Massagee
Rob Turner, III
Feb. 15 Ronan Magennis
Feb. 16 Stephanie Chan
Sheila Young
Feb. 17 Emily Church
Austin Hyde
Jonas Johnson
Josephine Johnson
Maria Smith
Nancy Tucker
Feb. 19 Elaine Applegate
Christian Bonner
Feb. 20 Renee Rostan
Madeleine Shull
Feb. 21 Marilee Stettler
Feb. 22 Ashlyn Heavner
Feb. 24 Amy Rock Freeman
Gianni Rostan-Johnston
Samantha Powell
Shawn Powell
Feb. 25 Piper Furmage
David Wiese
Feb. 26 Mike Cleaver
Feb. 27 Jack Demiter
Laura Robinette
Feb. 28 Josephine Lafferty

PRALEY STREET
ACRE OF GRACE
Our community garden
work sessions for February
are: Saturday, February
9th and Saturday, February
23rd from 9:00am-11:00am.
Everyone is invited to come
out and participate.

JETT SET LUNCHEON
Thursday, February 7th
11:00am in Pioneer
Hall
Please call the church
office to sign up!

2019 Dinner 4 Eight
It is again time to re-group for a new year of the Dinner 4 Eight program. The Fellowship Committee hopes
everyone will participate again and even more church friends will join. The purpose of the Dinner 4 Eight is
fellowship among church friends by getting to know each other better in an informal setting. There are no set
guidelines except to have fun and enjoy each other’s company. There are always people that you greet on
Sunday, but wish you were better acquainted with them. That is what Dinner 4 Eight is for.
Most groups meet quarterly, but each group organizes itself and who will “host” each gathering. The host
decides the setting. Past settings have included in the hosts homes, restaurants, summer cook-outs, and
offsite picnics. If meeting in a home, the host usually provides the entrée and the other members bring salad,
side dishes or dessert. If in a restaurant, the host makes the reservation and arranges for separate checks,
perhaps returning to the host’s home for dessert.
It’s a great way for new people to get acquainted with each other and the rest of the congregation. We
welcome new people and look forward to closer friendships with them. You do not need to be a church
member to join.
We place the participants in the groups to be sure they aren’t with the same people two years in a row. We
will do this early in February and announce the new groups then.

2019 Dinner 4 Eight
(Please place in an offering plate or drop-off at the church office)
Name(s)__________________________________________________Telephone________________________
Email Address(es)___________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Stated Session Meeting Minutes
December 2, 2018
A full copy of the Session Minutes is
available on the bulletin board across
from the Office Manager's office.
Detailed committee reports are also
available. Some committee highlights
will be contained in various parts of this
report. However, since Session reports
are posted in their entirety, information
is this newsletter is presented in an
abbreviated format, containing only
important motions and other pertinent
information.
Approved Motions (other than
routine):
Motion to approve Nancy McFadden
and Melinda Davis as Deacons of the
Class of 2021.
Motion to approve the memorandum of
November 29, 2018 (from Rev. Frederick
concerning Deacon Session liaisons and
voting rights) as policy.
Motion from Frank Grill regarding exofficio committee members: members
by virtue of their job or as
representatives secondary to their
church responsibility. Ex-officio
members of WPC committees do not
hold the privilege of making formal
motions or voting. They do have the
right to debate and discuss issues within
the committee structure.
Motion from Wes Garrou to approve the
Notice to Congregation on Inclement
Weather policy.
Motion from Stewardship and Finance to
approve the Budget for 2019.
Other news:
1. The budget for 2019 totals $535,405,
an increase of 3.2% over 2018.
2. The budget includes a 3% pay
increase for certain staff members,
including the pastor.
3. There will be a budget presentation
for the congregation and a motion to
change the Terms of Call for the
pastor in January.
Tom Rice
Clerk of Session

Special Session Meeting Minutes
December 16, 2018
A full copy of the Session Minutes is
available on the bulletin board across
from the Office Manager's office.
Detailed committee reports are also
available. Some committee highlights
will be contained in various parts of this
report. However, since Session reports
are posted in their entirety, information
is this newsletter is presented in an
abbreviated format, containing only
important motions and other pertinent
information.
Approved Motions (other than
routine):
Motion from the Worship Committee to
accept the Rostan Family Foundation's
generous offer to authorize the use of
$18,000 from the Rostan Sanctuary Fund
to purchase the 1932 Steinway Model M
grand piano offered for purchase by
Doug Brady Piano Co. for use in our
sanctuary in honor and memory of Mrs.
Naomi Rostan.
Tom Rice
Clerk of Session

Called Meeting of the Congregation
Minutes - January 13, 2019
A full copy of the Called Meeting of the
Congregation Minutes is available on the
bulletin board across from the Office
Manager's office. Detailed committee
reports are also available. Some
committee highlights may be contained
in various parts of this report. However,
since reports of the Called Meeting of the
Congregation minutes are posted in their
entirety, information is this newsletter is
presented in an abbreviated format,
containing only important motions and
other pertinent information.
Immediately following the 10:55 AM
Unified worship service in the
Waldensian Presbyterian Church
sanctuary, as moderator, Rev. Kevin
Frederick opened the congregational
meeting with prayer. John Cannon, Clerk
of Session, noted that a quorum was
present.

Rev. Frederick stated the purpose of the
meeting was to present the 2018
financial report and the budget for 2019
and approve the change in the Terms of
Call for the minister. He also stated that
the Nominating Committee was
submitting a name to replace Harvey
Jones as elder. Harvey resigned as elder
because of his cancer treatment in the
near future.
Rev. Frederick recognized John Heilman,
chairman of the Stewardship and Finance
Committee. John reviewed a handout
showing the final Revenue and Expenses
for 2018, and the planned Budget for
2019. For the year 2018, Revenue was
101% of that budgeted and Expenditures
were 101% of that budgeted. To balance
the budget, $43,728 was drawn from the
2.5% M.A.D.E.-5 Endowment, which was
$970 less than budgeted. John then
reviewed details of the 2019 budget,
which includes $521,905 of Expenditures
and is balanced with expected Revenues
that include $48,173 from the
Endowment Fund.
John asked for questions from the
congregation; however, no questions
were asked.
Next, John Heilman asked Frank Grill,
Chairman of the Personnel Committee, to
come forward and present a report from
his committee. Frank gave the following
information about salary adjustments for
staff:
Employees receiving a 3% salary
adjustment:
 Office Manager
 Director of Christian Education
 Financial Secretary
 Pastor (change in Terms of Call)
Employees receiving salary adjustment to
industry standard:
 Part-Time Maintenance
Employees not receiving a salary
adjustment:
 Director of Music/ Connections
Music Leader (recent hire)

Kitchen Coordinator (vacant
position)
 Permanent Organist/ Accompanist
(vacant position)

Note: Carla Sperry, interim organist, is
being paid under a different arrangement
than permanent staff.
Frank also stated that all staff received a
substantial Christmas bonus and thanked
the congregation for contributing to this
campaign.
Rev. Frederick next introduced Tom Rice,
Clerk of Session for 2018 to come
forward and moderate the meeting while
a Change in Terms of Call for the minister
was discussed. Rev. Frederick excused
himself while the vote was discussed.
Tom then asked Frank to present the
motion for the change in the Terms of
Call.

Crayola Night
Wednesday,
February 13
Buffet Supper
5:15-6:30pm
WPC Friends Choir
Love Songs
6:00-6:30 pm

Rev. Frederick then asked Carolyn
Williams, chair of the Nominating
Committee, to come forward. Carolyn
stated that Bart Bounous had agreed to
serve a one-year term on the Session as a
replacement for Harvey Jones. She made
the following motion:
The Nominating Committee submits the
name of Bart Bounous for the 2019,
one-year term as elder.
Rev. Frederick stated the motion and
asked for a second. The motion was
seconded and Rev. Frederick asked for
any questions or discussion. There were
no questions. The vote was taken and
was approved unanimously.
The congregational meeting was
adjourned with prayer by Rev. Frederick.
John Cannon
Clerk of Session

________________________________________________________________________________

Make a

Valentine
For Someone
Special

Frank made the following motion:
 On behalf of Session, I present a
motion to change Rev. Dr. Kevin E.
Frederick’s 2019 Terms of Call to
reflect a 3% salary increase. The
Terms of Call change reflects a
compensation of $81,128 (exclusive
of Board of Pension contributions).
Tom asked for questions from the floor,
and all were answered. The motion was
seconded and approved unanimously.
Tom then returned the meeting to Rev.
Frederick, the Moderator.

FOR THE
CHILDREN

You will need:

Christian sympathy is extended to the
Michael Helmick and Melinda Davis
upon the death of Michael’s mother,
Marjorie Truly Helmick, on January 2,
She was 96 years old and lived in
Brookhaven, MS.

Words of Thanks
Dear Church Family,
Thank you sounds so inadequate to say
to such a wonderful family. Thank you for
your prayers, phone calls, visits, food,
and cookies.
Love to all,
Maggie Simmons-Hughes
Thank you to all who participated in our
Reverse Advent Calendar Pantry Drive. It
was a BIG support for our Community
Assistance Ministry.

a sheet of red construction paper
a sheet of white copier paper
glue or a glue stick
scissors
pencil
red marker
fine-point black marker

How to make it:
 Cut a large heart out of the red
paper.
 Using the leftover scraps, cut out
letters (about 1 inch high) to spell
“I LOVE YOU” or “GOD LOVES YOU.”
Glue the letters in the center of
the heart.
 Cut a heart out of the white
paper. Make it about 1 inch
smaller than the red one.
 Glue the white heart on top of
the red one so that a 1 inch red
border shows and the letters are
covered.
 Feel where the red letters are
under the white paper and draw
a box around each word using
the red marker. Below the last
box write: Rub a pencil over the
boxes to find a special message!
 Sign your name.

