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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

What a year it has been at WPC!
The Celebration events throughout
the year for the 125th Anniversary of
Church and Town are all now
complete and have gone very well. It
is hard for me to say which one was
a personal favorite, because they all
addressed different aspects of the life
and history of this congregation. The
slide show, singing and bonfire on
February 17, the Tour of the Past in
April, the Genealogy time with Gloria
Rostaing for many Waldensian
families in May, a children’s festival
and a beer festival for adults,
followed by an excellent symposium
on Waldensianism in Four Countries.
Perhaps the most exciting and
engaging event for me was the
Communitywide Vacation Bible
School organized and led by Analia
Alvarez Sarver held for four nights in
late June. We had a great
celebration on August 11-12 when we
dedicated the new train memorial
entitled, “The Arrival.” This year we
also had a great first-ever-event of a
Churchwide Homecoming in
November and the Moravian
Lovefeast on December 23rd. Of
course, we had a really strong
leadership team that pulled this off
made of church members and town
employees, but as I think back on
each of these events, we involved
more than half the membership of
the church in some aspect of this
throughout the year. And I am
keenly aware that many of you
served behind the scenes during
these events. And I might add that I
was grateful to make my own
deadline of early April with the
publication of my book, With their
Backs Against the Mountains. What
a glorious year of celebration, and
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what a wonderful sense of pride and
self-respect has grown within the
church this year. That is a lot to give
thanks for.
But then, if you look beneath the
surface at what else has been
happening this past twelve months,
and it has truly been a stellar year,
the best year since my coming to
serve as your pastor in 2007. Under
Jason Adams’ and Tammy Black’s
leadership, the education program
continues to grow and develop, and
we have seen our children’s
Wednesday afternoon program
continue to grow. With the addition
of Laurie Nicholson on our staff, our
worship life has taken on a new
dimension; I am enjoying the creative
ideas in worship planning that Laurie
and I share. The energy and
excitement she has brought to the
children’s program has truly been a
blessing, as the children are now
much more proficient in using the
Orff instruments and in sharing their
beautiful voices. My friend, Carla
Sperry from Black Mountain, has
brought a consistent level of excellent
talent to the organ and worship
music.
Our Financial Stewardship Drive this
year was the strongest in many years
with nearly 40% of all pledges
increased over last year. And our
Deacons have concluded a year of
renewal and study under the
leadership of Tom Garrou. They
have built closer ties between the
Elders. These changes will build the
effectiveness of the Board of Deacons
for years to come. In addition, they
have taken on a focus of reaching
out to the homeless in our
community and helping the
congregation remember that the
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needs of the marginalized are our
concern. As we come to a conclusion
of this year of great events and
surprises, we also recognize the
beautiful gift of a completely
refurbished 1932 Steinway Grand
Piano that has been given in
memory of Naomi Rostan by the
Rostan Sanctuary Fund. All these
things and more inspire me to
provide you with the best leadership
I can offer in the remaining years of
my ministry here. I feel incredibly
blessed to be called your Pastor.
“Well Done Good and Faithful
Servants.”
As we look into 2019 we continue to
refine and grow our ministries and
our lives as Disciples of Christ at
WPC. The Church officers and I will
be launching a goal-setting process
to guide the congregation through
the next three years. This time span
of three years will be a time of
transition for the church, and its
officers will lead the church by
developing some goals in the coming
months which will serve as guideposts
for the church through 2021. It is also
my hope that early in the next
several months, we will have
identified a new Kitchen Coordinator
and a permanent organist to work
with us. We will continue to pray for
God’s guidance and direction as we
proceed with confidence and with
love into our future as God’s church.
Blessings and love to all of you and a
Happy New Year.
With love always,
Kevin Frederick.
Also: Thank you to all the members
and friends of the church who have
generously contributed to the staff
Christmas gift. My family and I are
very appreciative.

2019 Trip to South America!

JANUARY CIRCLES
Circle 2

JETT SET LUNCHEON
Thursday, January 3rd
11:00am in Pioneer Hall
Please call the church
office to sign up!

JANUARY COMMITTEES
rd

Thursday, January 3
10:30 AM Jett Set
7:00 PM Community Garden
Monday, January 7th
4:30 PM Missions
Tuesday, January 8th
6:00 PM Diaconate
Wednesday, January 9th
3:00 PM Communications
6:30 PM Personnel
Thursday, January 10th
10:00 AM Fellowship
Sunday, January 13th
1:30 PM Worship
2:00 PM Christian Action
4:00 PM Evangelism
Sunday, January 20th
4:00 PM Stewardship/Finance
Sunday, January 27th
5:00 PM Session

January 14
9:30am
To be determined
Circle 4 & 7
January 14
12:00pm
Lu Griffin
Circle 5
January 14
7:00pm
To be determined
The Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating
Team will meet Monday, January 7, at
5pm in Room 200.

JANUARY WORSHIP
8:30am
10:55am

January 6
Connections
Traditional Worship

10:55am

January 13
Unified Worship

8:30am
10:55am

January 20
Connections
Traditional Worship

8:30am
10:55am

January 27
Connections
Traditional Worship

We would like to know if you are
interested in traveling to South America
and visiting the Waldensian settlements
in Uruguay and Argentina. The trip would
be next Fall (September/October) of 2019
and approximately 10 days. Analia
Sarver (as she is our expert from
Uruguay) and the Waldensian Museum
will be organizing this trip. We will learn
more about the history of our fellow
Waldensians and visit areas they settled
along with taking some time to see the
sights of a beautiful country.
Please contact Gretchen Costner at the
Waldensian Heritage Museum by January
11 if you are interested. We need to
have a minimum of 12 travelers. Once we
see there are enough people interested
(do not have to commit), we will have an
informational meeting at the museum in
early 2019.
Contact Info: 828-874-1111 /
museum@waldensianpresbyterian.org

FALÒ CELEBRATION 2019!
Saturday, February 16th
Waldensian Heritage Winery
6:00pm / Covered Dish
Everyone Is Invited!

Sometimes when I plan for an anthem
months ahead, and in this case even
before I knew well the people who would
be singing the anthem, I have in my head
how beautiful I think it could sound. At
that point it is dreaming on my part, and
walking by faith that God will bring us all
together for it by the time it is to be sung
as an act of corporate worship.
Yesterday morning (Dec. 16), as I listened
to all of you--Children's Choir,
Connections Band, Chancel Choir, and full
congregation--sing and play "First Song of
Isaiah," I got those all-over goosebumps
that happen when God's Spirit infuses
our worship experience. It transcended
even my best dreaming, and it is
humbling, too. Jason Adams expressed it
so well when he told me that song "felt
like a family of faith singing together."
Amen.
It was a joyful service of worship from
the first note the Handbell Choir rang to
the last note of Carla Sperry's organ
postlude. I am deeply grateful to Carla
and to every member of every group with
which I am privileged to share ministry
each week. We work hard in rehearsal,
and we enjoy one another's company,
too. We prepare for worship and special
WPC gatherings (such as the fun family
night Christmas carol program after
supper a couple of weeks ago), and then
we move right into working toward all
that is next--including our Moravian
Lovefeast next Sunday the 23rd at 4:45,
when we will also welcome the Hayes
School of Music Student Brass Quintet. I
look forward to hearing the congregation
and Chancel Choir sing carols with the
quintet and organ! Please join us.
We are so blessed at WPC to have the
support of all those who work behind the
scenes to provide the tools we need for
effective music ministry. Major projects
that were well underway when I arrived
in August have come to fruition this fall:

the ingeniously designed handbell cart
that frees us from carrying heavy bell
cases up and down steps when we play in
the sanctuary; shelving in a climatecontrolled room for our music library
(ready for us to move music into in early
January); the modification and staining of
the handrail that leads downstairs from
the choir room to the sanctuary; a water
cooler outside the choir room, which
singers very much appreciate; and this
week, the arrival of a beautiful 1932
Steinway 5'7" baby grand piano for our
sanctuary. This instrument was restored
by Doug Brady at his shop in Hickory. All
of these are "things"--but they will be
used well and treated respectfully by all
of us who share in the music ministry of
our church family. I am so appreciative
of all the committees, our Session, our
staff, and the expertise of the people
who saw these projects through to
completion.
Speaking of our staff, I have become
increasingly aware in these 5 months of
the team spirit we are so fortunate to
have at WPC. Because that happens in
our staff meetings, worship and event
planning, and all the documents and
communications that Rita produces and
coordinates with all the staff, you may
not know fully what a gift it is for me to
work with a Pastor and staff who help
one another and seek best possible
solutions rather than dismissing ideas.
Again, I am one thankful church music
director!
I received yesterday a most generous
Christmas bonus from the WPC
congregation and Personnel Committee.
Please know how grateful I am for this
gift, and it is such a help to me. Some
very kind words from the Personnel
Committee on your behalf were written
in the card. Thank you, one and all.
I end 2018 with both gratitude for the
welcome and embrace of this
congregation and eager anticipation for
the ministry we will share in 2019.
Laurie Nicholson
Director of Music at WPC

Our December Community
Assistance Ministry Offering
totaled $408.84.
Thanks for your support!

Christian Action
What is Christian Action?
Literally, it is the process of
doing something in a Christian
manner. Think of all the
things that we do in a
Christian manner at our
church – Sunday School, Bible
Studies, Soccer Camp, Girl
Scouts and Boy Scouts, VBS,
our Live Nativity to name a
few. These “Christian
Actions” have been the
responsibilities of our Christian
Education and Christian
Relations Committee until
NOW.
Beginning in January, these
two committees will combine
to become the NEW
CHRISTIAN ACTION
COMMITTEE. Emily Church
will chair this committee, but
it will only be able to grow
and develop these important
programs of our church with a
committee of energetic and
enthusiastic members. Please
consider yourself invited to
join this new committee and
attend our first meeting at
2:00 pm on January 13 in
Room 200. Hope to see you
there!!!!

January Birthdays
.

Jan. 1
Jan. 2
Jan. 3

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS

Jan. 5
Jan. 6
Jan 7

Join us as we explore books in our small group setting. These groups are
designed to allow readers several weeks to acquire and read the selected
books. The format of the book discussions includes provided questions and
group discussions in an informal setting. Books are selected from
recommendations from group members.
All are welcome to participate. Feel free to come when you can and/or come
when you are interested in what is being read and discussed. Feel free to
come each time, to either or both groups.

Please be considerate when borrowing books from the public library and
check out only one of our selections at a time.
Morning Book Discussion Group – 11am [note new later time]
(meets at the Tron House on the last Thursday of month, most months)
Thursday, January 31 – To Be Determined
Evening Book Discussion Group- 5pm (note new earlier time)
(meets at the Tron House on the third Thursday of month, most months)
Thursday, January 17 – Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann
Faith Matters Group – 4pm
(meets in Room 200 the fourth Sunday of the month)
Sunday, January 27 – The Year of Living Biblically by A. J. Jacobs
Join us any month! The morning and evening groups meet at the Tron House,
behind the museum on St. Germain Avenue. The afternoon group meets in
Room 200.

Jan. 8
Jan. 10
Jan. 13
Jan. 18
Jan. 19
Jan. 20
Jan. 21
Jan. 22
Jan. 23

Jan. 25
Jan. 26
Jan. 28
Jan. 29
Jan. 30
Jan. 31

Fred Smith
Enes Durand
Martha Garrison
Derek Pons
Allison Zimmerman
Bobby Costner
Star Evans
Ryan Freeman
Blenda Leger
Jeff Simmons
Jim Brinkley
Ramzi Kamal
Jim Rostan
Mary Barstow
Ed McFadden
Faye Celia Jones
Tim Furmage
Lyla Caroline Jones
Julia Underwood
Vivian Carothers
Zander Austin
Hazel Cole
Harvey Jones
Nick Palmer
Marc Sharpe
Katie Gravel Bollinger
Kim Rostan Johnston
Eva Sigmon
Ansley Calloway
Payton Harrison
Steven Morrow
Meredith Rae Stettler
Abigail Lanning Hefner
Louise Rivenbark

PRALEY STREET
ACRE OF GRACE
Our community garden work
sessions for January are:
Saturday, January 12th and
Saturday, January 26th
from 9:00am-11:00am.
Everyone is invited to come
out and participate!

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Joint Diaconate and Session
Meeting Minutes
November 25, 2018
A full copy of the Session Minutes is
available on the bulletin board across
from the Office Manager's office.
Detailed committee reports are also
available. Some committee highlights
will be contained in various parts of this
report. However, since Session reports
are posted in their entirety, information
is this newsletter is presented in an
abbreviated format, containing only
important motions and other pertinent
information.
Treasurer's Report
Steve Martinat presented the
Treasurer's Report through October,
which shows Revenue of $375,221 and
Expenses of $417,012, for a Shortfall of
$41,791. After applying the prorated
portion of the M.A.D.E.-5 Endowment
Fund, the Shortfall through October was
$4245. After 83% of the year, 82% of
Budgeted Revenues were received.
Expenses were 83% of the budget. Steve
noted we are ahead of last year in our
finances. Other financial statements
were reviewed and discussed. Steve
presented the Balance Sheet, a summary
rd
of CAM and commented on our 3
quarter Endowment Funds Overview.
Approved Motions (other than
routine):
Motion to approve Deacons-elect Janet
Harrison and Rob Williams; and elderselect John Cannon, Tamika Garrison, Jan
Garrou, and Harvey Jones. Deaconselect Nancy McFadden and Melinda
nd
Davis will be examined December 2 .
Motion to approve the slate of deacons
who will also serve on Session
committees.
Motion to approve the Session
organization chart for 2019.
Motion to approve Steve Martinat to
serve as Treasurer for 2019.
Motion to approve John Cannon to serve
as Clerk of Session for 2019.

Other news:
Kevin presented an end-of-year report,
th
citing the many events of the 125
Anniversary year.
Kevin was very complimentary of the
outgoing officers and thanked all for
their service.
Frank Grill presented a report
summarizing the many accomplishments
of the Personnel Committee in 2019.
Worship distributed the 2019 Sunday
Lock-up assignments, with a description
of procedures.
For the year 2019 through November 15,
we had 2 births, 7 deaths, 3 infant/child
baptisms, and 4 weddings.
Through November 15 we had 7 new
members and 10 roll reductions, which
is similar to last year.
At November 15 we have 376 members
and 74 Friends of the Church, with an
average total attendance of 148.
Presbytery will be organizing one or two
mission trips to Malawi in May/June,
2019. Please see Rita Spivey for details.
There will be an Officers' Retreat for all
deacons and elders at the Tron House on
Saturday, February 9, 2019.
Tom Rice
Clerk of Session

Stated Session Meeting Minutes
November 25, 2018
A full copy of the Session Minutes is
available on the bulletin board across
from the Office Manager's office.
Detailed committee reports are also
available. Some committee highlights
will be contained in various parts of this
report. However, since Session reports
are posted in their entirety, information
is this newsletter is presented in an
abbreviated format, containing only
important motions and other pertinent
information.

Treasurer's Report
Steve Martinat presented the
Treasurer's Report through October,
which shows Revenue of $375,221 and
Expenses of $417,012, for a Shortfall of
$41,791. After applying the prorated
portion of the M.A.D.E.-5 Endowment
Fund, the Shortfall through October was
$4245. After 83% of the year, 82% of
Budgeted Revenues were received.
Expenses were 83% of the budget. Steve
noted we are ahead of last year in our
finances. Other financial statements
were reviewed and discussed. Steve
presented the Balance Sheet, a summary
rd
of CAM and commented on our 3
quarter Endowment Funds Overview.
Approved Motions (other than
routine):
Motion to approve Boone Alexander
Huffman, son of Julie Bounous Huffman
and Jared Huffman, to receive the
sacrament of Baptism during worship on
November 18, 2018.
Motion to elect John Cannon and Mark
Rostan commissioners to the Presbytery
meeting in Gastonia on January 26,
2019.
Motion to approve the transfer of
membership of Sharon Jacumin to the
Williamsburg Presbyterian Church of
Williamsburg, VA.
Motion from CE to change the name of
the combined Christian Education and
Christian Relations committees to the
Christian Action Committee.
Motion from Missions to include
Medical and Surgical Teams as an
organization to be served by Alternative
Christmas Giving (the non-profit
Michelle Vessely works for.)
Motion from Personnel to approve a
revision of the Kitchen Coordinator's job
description.
Other News:
A congregational meeting will be held on
January 13, 2019 to present the 2018
Financial Report and the 2019 Budget,
and to approve a change in the Terms of
Call for the Pastor.

New officers will be installed on Sunday,
January 20, 2019.
Kevin will be in Guatemala the last part
of January working with our Guatemala
Partnership.
A dedication of the Kathy Parse
Children's Library is planned for the near
future.
Starting January 1, Emily Church will
chair Christian Action, Tamika Garrison
will chair Evangelism, Jan Garrou will
chair Fellowship, and Gunter Harbison
will chair Stewardship & Finance. Other
chairpersons remain in place.
The 2018 Clerk's Annual Questionnaire
has been completed and submitted to
Presbytery.
The closing of the land sale to William
Walker is scheduled for December 6,
2018.
Tom Rice
Clerk of Session

Notice to Congregation
on Inclement Weather Policy
This fall when we faced down Hurricane
Florence, we faced an unusual weather
event which impacted the worship life of
our community. I had communicated a
plan to address the weather and a time
line determining when we would make a
decision whether to have church or not.
As it turned out, although we had a great
deal of rain, we were spared the brunt of
high wind damage and flooding. I had
consulted elders as we normally do
before a judgment call was made on
inclement weather conditions. Still the
event raised some issues that caused
concern for some of you. Top on the list
was a feeling of obligation by ushers or
nursery workers, Sunday school teachers
or staff members to show up for a
scheduled worship service if I, the pastor,
in consultation with the Clerk of Session,
decide we should proceed and offer it to
anyone who chooses to come to
worship. The Worship committee and I

have put together a plan which is
relatively simple, but which will address
the concerns raised. This policy will be
utilized for any future weather
emergency.
If the weather conditions warrant an
announcement regarding Sunday
worship attendance, the Pastor in
consultation with the Clerk of Session
shall develop a plan no later than the day
of the worship service at 6:30 am.
 First, individuals prone to falling or
using prosthetic devices of any kind,
should not attempt to come to church
on inclement weather days.
 Second, when the decision is made to
offer a worship service on an
inclement weather day, the
congregation will be notified using
our email contact list, and with an
announcement on the church office
voice mail.
 On such a day we will not expect any
Sunday school teachers, nor any
nursery workers, nor will ushers or
videographers be asked to attend.
Worship will be small and those who
show up for worship can expect to
come to worship only, without
nursery services.
 Parents of children who decide to
bring their children will be invited to
have the children seated with them in
an abbreviated worship service.
 No other staff member will be
required to attend worship that
morning; it will be optional and at the
discretion of the employee if they
choose to drive to church or not.
First and foremost for all is personal
safety, and if roads are hazardous then
use your personal judgment as to
whether you want to venture out or
not.
On behalf of the Session,
Pastor Kevin E. Frederick

Visit our YouTube channel to
find videos of each week’s
10:55am worship service:
youtube.com/waldensianpcusa

Words of Thanks
Dear WPC members,
As we reflect on the past year, we are
aware of those who have worked side by
side with us to shape and grow our
congregation and its ministries.
Thank-you for your generous
contributions to the 2018 Staff Christmas
Fund. It once again, shows the
appreciation that we have as a
congregation for the staff members who
work to provide a place to worship and
lead the programmatic efforts of our
church’s ministries. Your gift to the Staff
Christmas Fund will not only bring
blessings to our staff, but to you, the
donor as well.
Frank Grill,
WPC Personnel
Committee Chair
To the members of WPC:
The staff of WPC thanks you for your gift
to each of us this Christmas. Your warm
outpouring this time of the year reminds
us of your love for us throughout the
year. We are blessed to have friends like
you in our lives and look forward to
continuing to work with you in ministry.
Thank you all once again. Our prayer is
that the new year brings blessings on
you all as you continue to bless others.
Jason, Sheila, Rita,
Fred, Kevin, and Laurie
Dear Friends,
I was overwhelmed with your generous
Christmas gift. Thank you so much. It has
been such a joy to serve as the interim
organist these past nine months. It is a
delight to work with Laurie and your
excellent choir. Laurie addresses the
music with a heart-filled spirit for it and a
gentle, yet professional manner. The
choir has been so welcoming and
affirming that it is a real blessing to
accompany them. And to have such a
beautiful organ to play feeds my soul.
Thank you for giving me this opportunity.
Carla Sperry

